shed in the Interest of Personal Devotional ‘Life anil W Soll 


Volume Ul OCTAVE oF ALL SAINTS September-October, 1942 


Tu the Berson of 
| ihe — 


And he said unto them, 
Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest 
awhile: for there were many 
coming and going, and they 
had no leisure so much as 

j to eat. And they departed 
into a desert place by ship 
privately. Mark 6:51-32. 


Such will always be the 
| way and the need of the 
Christian worker. 

Ch: of-Our-Mescciful-Sovior 


The Church 

Time wos when society was shaken to its foundations by re- 
Jigious controversy. iteligion was the one vital issue. The great 
parish church was the outstanding building in the community; the 
rector was the parson, or the person, to whom the people turned 
for help and counsel; the service at the high altar was the great 
event of the week and the anathema of the Church was more 
dreaded by princes than was the revolt of the people. Unquestion- 
ably men abused the privileges of their high office, and prelates 
were not always distinguisliod by humility or spirituality. 

Then arose certain men who disputed with these great men as 
to their credentials, and there was war in the Kingdom of God. 
‘The prophet rose up against the priest and the power of the Church 
was broken. The principle of strife and dissension replaced that of 
confident assertion. Great sects arose, which agreed neither with 
the Church, nor with one another. Calvin and Luther and Zwingli 


i) 
“ 
SANCTA 
| With Gon” 
| 


put forth their confessions of faith, and the world rejoiced be- 
cause the Church was no longer the dominant force that it had 
been. Not that the world fared any better. With all of its faults, 
he Church was a lenient landlord and she was ever kindly to the 
poor. 

Her leaders were but men, and when those men who were born 
to leadcrship, threw off ihe mantle of religion, they became even 
less kind'y and mere brutal than they were before. Under the 
Ceorges, England was still ruled by men, irreligious men, and 
the sordid brutality of the times was unrelieved by pious princes 
or kindly priest: And after the Georges came the age of Saurian 
corporations and Simian aristoersecy and sordid politicians. In 
truth, the world was still ruled by men and ue a ence of reli- 
gicus domination did not produce more kindly sters nor more 
contented masses. 

The sects went their way and soon fell into .:e habits which 
they had dethroned. The post-rcformation period did not produce 
kindly pastors or charitable courtesy. After all, whether the world 
leaders have been Christians, Turks, Atheists, Sectarians, or Poli- 
ticians, they have all been men and have, in their day, illustrated 
the principle that “man being in honor hath no undcistanding but 
is cGmpared to the beasts that perish.” 

When we say that the Church was to blame or the state was to 
blame, or the sect was to blame, it isn’t so. We are inerely as- 
suming an alibi for the real culprit. Man is to blame—se'fish, sin- 
ful, silly man, who ignores God and deceives himself. Whether he 
be priest, preacher, professor, politician, or prince, he is prone to 
ea ‘tyrant when he finds himself clothed with power. 

Having found the guilty man, let us see what has happened. 
When the Church was a big thing it produced big men. They may 
not always have been kindly men, but there were kindly men 
among the host that filled the churches. It would be hard to find 
a St. Francis today; it might be worth while to put up with an 
oeensional pompous prelate if we only could produce the other 
thing as well. 

There have always been plenty of honest men and virtuous 
women and beautiful children in every age, thank God; but there 
haven’t always been big men and there haven’t always been great 
saints. These are worth as long a journey us to the Yellowstone 
to see. 

It is almnost a truism to say that when the Church ceased to be 
big, the Christian world began to be .ittle. “ach sect, being a frac- 
tion of the whole, attracted to leadership men who were proper 
fractions. For a sect is a segment of the whole, and the whole is 
greater than any of its parts. But the principle of subdivision went 
eon indefinitely until the sects became smaller and smaller, and 
men’s vision grew pettier and pettier. The grace of God became 
confined to a small section of the civilized world, or the truth of 
God to a small segment of the whole truth: and the Church which 
had been hated, usually by wicked men, because it was big and 
powerful, now came to be despised, often by decent men, because 
it was small and petty. 


This process of devolution has continued until thé spirit of the 
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sect has become the spirit of the insect, and the world is filled 
with small folks, who buzz and bite and poison; they infuriate 
large mammals and destroy the charms of a peaceful valley. 

Formerly Church leaders went out valiantly to battle with 
ons. Now one hesitates to assume leadership in either Church or 
state because these bands of insects buzz around the head of the 
vulnerable hunter. And many a man will go out against large 
geome who is powerless to protect himself against klans of insects. 
A big hunter told me once that he would like to visit the head- 
waters of the Amazon, but he couldn't put up with the chiggers, 
for they had invatided him on a previous trip for several years. 

The political and religious atmosphere toiay is full of swarms 
of petty peeple, whuse sole claim to virtue consists in their ability 
to sting the man who is trying to accomplish something. 

It ought to be evident to the smallest mind that one cannot 
produce character in one’s self by destroying it in others. The 
consciousness of our own sins should cause us to be charitah'e to- 
ward the faults of others, and to be kind and helpful to sinners. 

When Christians ivrget to be kindly they cease to fulfill the 
law of Christ. 

But when people become petty they cease to be kindly. 

Malicious assertions about men who are trying to do big things 
is the vider of the day, and it is based upon a failure to grasp the 
bigness of Christ’s gospel, which was not so much concerned with 
the fauits of the sinner as it was with the kindliness of the saint. 

The Pharisee who posed as a pious man was lacking in that 
very thing. The Christian world lacks it today. It lacks the grace 
of charity and it lacks it because charity can be developed only in 
a large ivom and the Christian body is cut up into small compart- 
ments. 

The sect spirit makes for zeal and destroys charity. 

The i.osquito is zealous, but most pestiferous. 


By Bishop Irving P. Johnson, 
in The Wiiness, April 24, 1942. 


NB: Bi:hop Johnson (now retired and residing in Minneapolis) 
was for many years the beloved Bishop of the Diocese of Colorado. 
It may be of intorest to some of our readers to know that the 
Bishcp’s grandfather was a Danish subject. The old Bishop still 
cheriscs ihe recollection of his Danish ancestry and loves to re- 
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‘ents connected with it as he sits smoking his pipe. Twen- 
ty-six yoars ago he started The Witess which has been constantly 
saining in influence through the years. The Bishop’s churchiman- 
ship iz medium and so is that of his paper. 


whe Nie of ape 


The Nour of Prayer has been observed by Lutherans (par- 
ticularly clergymen and pupils in the Cathedral schools) quite 
regulariy for more than 150 years after the Reformation. Even 
through the period of Rationalism sporadie observances can be 
traced. As far back as 1854 a Rey, Fr, Meyer, edited in Stuttgart 
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a book bearing the title: Kleiner Beichtspiegel fur evangelische 
Geistlige. It was intended for regular daily use; but one notices in 
the title a change from the element of worship to that of medita- 
tion. In 1866 this book was translated into Danish by a parish 
priest, Dr. Chr. H. Xalkar, Gladsaxe, Denmark. In his hands it 
was somewhat enlarged and altered. A translation was made of it 
into Swedish. A second edition, again somewhat enlarged, was 
gotten out by Dr. Kalkar in 1881. In the Introduction to the first 
edition Dr. Kalkar calls it “A Kind of Evangelic Breviary.” Just 
now we are unable to make the needed references, but it appears 
to us that, until quite late, regular Hours of Prayer were observed 
in various parts of Lutheran Germany. 

In the Lutheran Church in America a number of men in the 
various synods (and probably a small number of women) are ob- 
serving regular breviary devotions. So far, however, these devo- 
tions have been of a rather sporadic nature—cach one making use 
of what circumstances put into his (her) hands. This, of course, 
is all right in a way in-as-much as any intelligent worshipper will 
be able to eliminate certain clements to which objection may be 
made, while he (she) makes full use of the main portions; but how 
wonderful to the sense of unity as members of the Church we 
love, if all could unite in the same Hour of Prayer as it is rooted 
in the past of the Universal Church and taken over by the Lu- 
theran branch at the renewal in the 16th century. 

There is a number of such Looks in use—all the way from the 
Roman Breviary to the present efforts made by the liturgical com- 
mittee of the United Lutheran Church. 

The “Hours of Prayer” as published in England is probably the 
Breviary which has been most widely used through a long period 
of years. The ground-work for the present book was prepared by 
Pusey; but its present form it owes to the Anglican Society of St. 
John the Evangelist (with Motherhouse at Oxford, England), 
which has supervised the later cditions. The latest edition in our 
possession is sent out in 1924. This Breviary is to a large extent a 
reproduction of the Sarum Previary which was the one generally 
in use in England at the time of the Reformation-——and was much 
like the Breviaries in use in Seandinavia and Cermany al that 
same time and for 159 ycars after the days of the Reformation. 
About 150 years after the Reformation the daily observance of the 
‘tlours” was discontinued in the cathedrals and cathedral-schools 
in Denmark. When the “joint” committee of the three general 
bedies of the Lutheran church in America in 1878 began the re- 
storation of the Common Service, it included all the essential ma- 
terial for the re-introduction of the Hours—and this maierial is, 
because of the reasons given above, very similar to the Hours of 
the Sarum Breviary. It is 350 pages and gives but the Day Hours. 

In 1923 a popular Dreviory appeared in the German language. 
It is “The Stundengebet” (550 pages). It is prepared and edited 
by the Augustinian, Dr. Pius Parsch, Klosterneuburg bei Wien. 
This Breviary has become widely used both by clergy and laity. 
It contains not only the Day Hours but also the Matins. The third 
edition appeared in 1931. The Introduction alone is worth the price 
of the book and of equal interest are the numerous marginal- and 
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footnotes. We have never seen an edition of the Psalms upon 
which more care has been expended in order to bring out the de- 
votional elements in this ancient hymn-book of the Temple and 
of the Christian Church. : 

(About the same time this voluminous writer sent out his: 
“Sonntags-und Festtags Brevier in four velumes). 

“The Divine Office’, gotten out a few years ago by the Broth- 
erhcod of the Holy Cross, West Park, N. Y., is essentially a trans- 
lation of the Benedictine Previary adapted to harmonize with the 
Authorized Version and to the use in Anglican coinmunities. To 
what extent it is being made use of outside of its own circle we 
co not know. 

The “Evangelisches Brevier” was prepared fot the use of the 
Protherhood of the Augsburg Confession by the Rev. Oskar Joh. 
Mehl, Schlettou bei Halle, Germany (it is often re’erred to as the 
“MehIsche Breviary”). It is the result of much patient labor 
through a number of years. It is prenared in harmony with the 
traditional development of the Breviary yet definitely adapted to 
the use of Lutheran clergy and laity. it is not complete historically 
as it only gives the Two Principal Hours: Matins and Vespers— 
also the noon-day devotion, Sext, and the evening devotion, Comp- 
line. In the office of Morning Prayer one finds “the voice of the 
fathers” (Vaterctimme), a definite reminder of the historic Mat- 
ins. It is published in two volimes (each having about 1,100 pages) 
in ™ immen, Pommern, Germany in 1931. 

A counle ot years later an outline of an Evangelic Catholic 
orev sy was published by Prof. Fr. Heiler, but so far as we know, 
failing heaith prevented him from completing the work; but the 
Outline is very suggestive. 

“The Monastic Diurnal” is essentially the Benedictine Office 
adjusted to Anglican use and harmonized with the Authorized 
Version of Scripture. (he translation was made under the super- 
vision and direction of the Rev. W. Douglas, Canon of the Cathe- 
dral of ond du Lac, Wis. ‘Vhe preparation of this book was es- 
pecially done fer the Sisterhood of St. Mary (Motherhouse at 
Peekskill-on-the-Hudson, N. Y. Canon Douglas expended inuch 
time and lahor © . its preparation--even went to Belgium to study 
certain manuscripts. It was published by the Oxford University 
Press in 1932, and has somewhat over 800 pages. 

Last of all we cannot refrain from calling altenticn to one more 
book of this order. it is “A Short Breviary”’—for Religious workers 
aud the Laity. It is a complete Breviary—yet shortened in a num- 
bev of ways to make it serviceable for any one dcsiring to make 
use of it. The arrangement of Matins is quite informing. Among 
other things it knows nothing of the nine lessons, ete. Nearly all 
the hymns are loaned from the “Diurnal” prepared by Canon 
Douglas. In a striking way it reveals the ability of the Roman 
Communion to adapt itself iv changing times and circumstances-— 
yet in loyally to the historic past. It is far more attractive in its 
make-up than is the similar publication by Pius Parsch but as 
regards the accompanying marginal and other Notes it reminds 
much of the Stundengebet by Parsch. 

Only too often have we of the Lutheran household of faith 
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clung so tenaciously to the past that we tolerated no change or 
adaptation in the midst of a constantly changing life and circum- 
stance—or, perhaps, when one day the fact of the ever advancing 
life around us made us realize that we were sagging behind with 
our petty ways—both as regards understanding and being under- 
stood—then in a determination to make up for the past and prove 
ourselves up to the minute—we would throw all the past expres- 
sion of our church-liff overboard as being antiquated and we 
would emerge not much different from the other sections of “pro- 
testing” Christianity. How little we as a Church are like the Lu- 
theran Church of the Reformers or of 2 Poul Gerhardt. The Short 
Breviary is a fine example of an ability enviously to be desired. 

The above enumerates a number of Breviaries—all—in their 
way—fine productions filled with most valuable devotional ma- 
terial—yet none of them—with the exception of the Mehlsche 
Breviary—are just suitable for the Lutheran worshipper. It is- true 
that the elements foreign to us are not so many and can readily 
be parsed over by the clergyman—but this is hardly the case with 
the Isy worshipper without arousing undue and untimely ques- 
tioning. Besides the use of half a dozen diiferent Breviaries by 
us can not be constructive. To the writer of these lines it seems 
important that the liturgically minded brethren should make an 
effort to express their devotion in a form already expressed in the 
more complete editions of the Common Service. Much would be 
gained for the permanency of the “regulated” devotional life a- 
mong us if all could join in one definite furm for the Hour of 
Prayer, one prepared in loyalty to history and in harmony with 
our Lutheran past. 

A short while ago the statement was made by a college pro- 
fessor that his was only a small college of sixiy boys, but he was 
happy to state that about forty of these boys had voluntarily 
undertaken certain daily Hours of Prayer. Such personal devotion 
undoubtedly is of greater value than many other things under- 
taken, and there are those among us who are looking for aid just 
along these lines. 

In the meantime let us be loyal to what we do have in the 
Common Service: The Morning and Evening Prayer which in their 
nature are intended not for Sunday services only but for the daily 
prayer in home and church. The New Hymnal of the Missouri 
Synod has already distributed the Psalms in that book over thirty- 
one days and where that book is not available it can easily be 
done by the individual. A practice which has been tested is the 
using of one hymn during the week—one for Matins and another 
for Vespers. The one for Matins will change Sunday morning and 
the one for Vesper will change Saturday evening. A list of Scrip- 
ture readings can easily be obtained. These two services are the 
two principal devotions in the Breviary—so—even without a 
proper Breviary—it is still possible to have this one simple Rule: 
Daily Prayer with the Church—whether it be twice a day or can 
only be once; whether it be in the fellowship with brethren or 
individually in the private of one’s room. The Daily Prayer with 
the Church is still the bond of Union which binds all the children 
of God into the consciousness of a blessed Unity. 
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As one looks over the 
e surrounding hills to the 
distant “Black Mountain” 
there is abundant evi- 
dence that the summer 
is gone. Only yesterday 
the thermometer on the 
porch showed 75 degrees 
fs yet the night tempera- 
ture sinks to 40. The as- 

pen trees are turning yel- 
“low and the mountain 
| sides are covered with a 
i 
{ 


multitude of color. Even 
the somber pines are get- 
ting ready to shed leaves. 
The stream of tourists is 
View from the chapel door to egrin's Rest. reduced to a few linger- 

(This Marie ing on through the fall 

till winter sets in. 

On account of transportation difficulties we at the “Eben-Ezer- 
In-The-Pines” had expected but very few guests this summer; but 
it proved a happy surprise. They came and for weeks the house 
was filled with friends seeking the stillness and rest among the 
pines in this secluded spot. This place is so situated that while but 
three or four minutes’ walk removed from the main thoroughfare 
of life one neither hears nor sees the motley crowd passing by at 
the foot of the mountain. Especially on Saturdays and Sundays— 
the stream of cars going through Evergreen is incessant. It is one 
of the shortest and most beautiful round trips which can be made 
from Denver which is only twenty-five miles away. Soldiers are 
everywhere. Many others are of the large new population attracted 
by the tremendous munition factories established around Denver. 

It is with deep gratitude that our thoughts go back to pleasant 
times spent together with a large number of friends through these 
more than twenty years that we have been permitted to gather 
here in this hallowed place. Many of them are no longer on this 
earth; but their memories are cherished; others are scattered to 
far away places, while others are in the army serving their coun- 
try in various parts of the Globe. Our thoughts go out to them 
from the Altar of God and we try to hold them up on the arm of 
prayer. How blessed is this Christian fellowship which knows no 
limit—but the limit of our love and sympathy. How full of com- 
fort is the assurance that the children of God are in His hands— 
also under the changing and uncertain days in which we find the 
entire humanity. How wonderful the apostolic word: cast all your 
care on Him for He careth for you. The life and fortune of His 
children are in His hand. And this little group which has gath- 
ered here has double reason for thanksgiving. In peace we have 
been permitted to gather around Word and Sacrament in the Com- 
mon Worship before the Divine Presence. We have been permitted 
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here to rest awhile even when wars and the rumors of war are all 
around on every side. 


Among this year’s guests were pastors of various synods: Dan- 
ish, United Danish, Norwegian, Augustana, United Lutheran, Syn- 
od of Missouri and maybe others. Various Deaconess Motherhous- 
es were represented and a goodly number of friends from here and 
there. We trust they returned to their various duties refreshed 
and strengthened in body and soul. We ourselves have been as 
well as we can expect at this time of the day and we thank God 
for each day He grants us in which we may render a service in 
our corner of the vineyard. 

We have been reading a book to which we desire to call atts 
tion. It comes from the Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, IL, 
and is a translation of “The Church Manual of Olavus Petri.” This 
book is of considerable interest to those who desire to acquaint 
themselves with the viewpoint of the great Swedish Reformer who 
lived from 1493 to 1552. The book in question is not giving direc- 
tions with reference to the Holy Communion. It is rather what we 
are used to call “Occasional Services” as they occur in any parish 
church. This Manual appeared in 1529 and is—so far as we know— 
the first of similar Manuals published in Scandinavian countries. 
It may have served as model for later publications in the other 
countries as there is much similarity with those gotten out at a 
later date—f. inst. in Denmark. One finds here the following serv- 
ices: (1) Baptism in Swedish. (2) Solemnization of Matrimony. 
(3) Order for the Visitation of the Sick. (4) The burial of the 
Dead: a. How one shall Consecrate the Body; b. How one shall 
Commit the Body. (5) An Order for Ministering to those about to 
be Executed. (6) A Bibliography. These Orders are over four 
hundred years old and it goes without saying that certain direc- 
tions—especially in the Order of M:nistering to those about to be 
executed (a ministration which we without regret leave to the 
Roman Catholic chaplain )—these directions do seem sirange to 


our day; but they illustrate the thinking and practice during the 
period of the Reformation. 


Of greatest interest, probably, is the Order for Baptism. It 
gives the Reformation form for Exorcism. It also directs the use 
of salt and of candles in the service. Also of interest in this con- 
nection is the fact that these practices of Reformation days have 


actually been restored in Germany by the members of the Augs- 
burg Confession. 


Liturgically interested persons should secure a copy as it gives 
interesting and instructive sideglances into post-Reformation days. 
It is about a hundred pages. The translator (if we are not mis- 


taken) is one of the seminary professors in Rock Island. The price 
is 50 cents. 
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